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INSIDE 

 
And Christ lives within you, so even though your 
body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives you 
life because you have been made right with God. 
The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, 
lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus 
from the dead, he will give life to your mortal  
bodies by this same Spirit living within you. 

Romans 8:10-11 (NLT) 

If you would prefer to receive the Reporter via electronic                                                                               
version only, please e-mail the church:  office@fccsalem.net 

 

www.fccsalem.net 
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May 15th 
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Ministry 

Camp brochures are available in the foyer or online at www.oilbelt.com. 
 
*Campers, please give your registration forms to John or Casey. 
 
Camper Scholarships—half of the registration fee will be provided for all 
FCC regular attendees. 



Jesus is the only name that can save. His name has power. Philippians 2 says that 
at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father. That is power! It’s just too bad the people welcoming Jesus, listening to 

Jesus, eating with Jesus, didn’t really know who they were with. They didn’t know what we know now.  I want to 
take you to a dark moment in the life of Christ. I want you to see the real Jesus as friends desert him and he still stays 
focused on what God asked of him. I want you to see how the unfailing love of a king is put to the test and comes 
out the victor in such a horrific event. Matthew 26:69-75 says, “69All this time, Peter was sitting out in the court-
yard.” So Peter was just a little ways outside where everything was happening. There’s a good chance he could see 
or hear what was happening to his friend, his mentor, Jesus. One servant girl came up to him and said, "You were 
with Jesus the Galilean." 70In front of everybody there, he denied it. "I don't know what you're talking about." 
This was the first time he denies. Could you imagine the internal, emotional and spiritual struggle he must have been 
having. 71As he moved over toward the gate, someone else said to the people there, "This man was with Jesus the 
Nazarene." 72Again he denied it, salting his denial with an oath: "I swear, I never laid eyes on the man." This 
was the second time he denies knowing Jesus or even being with him. 73Shortly after that, some        bystanders ap-
proached Peter. "You've got to be one of them. Your accent gives you away." 74-75Then he got really nervous and 
swore. "I don't know the man!" This is the third time he denies any association with Jesus. He swears he doesn’t 
know him. He lies about being with him.  Just then a rooster crowed. Peter remembered what Jesus had said: 
"Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times." He went out and cried and cried and cried.” 

Think about how you felt the last time your friends betrayed you. How did you feel when you weren’t invited, when 
you were talked bad about by your supposed friends, when your friends didn’t stand up for you when you were being 
attacked, when your friends believed rumors about you? It hurts! It makes you feel worthless, invisible and forgot-
ten. Can you imagine the hurt in Christ’s heart? Peter should have been willing to at least admit he was with Christ 
or that he knew him, but he wouldn’t. Moments earlier he was ready to go to war so that Jesus wouldn’t be arrested – 
he chopped some guy’s ear off! But Peter leaves Christ when, as a friend, he should have done whatever to make 
sure he was with his friend.  

I think we have something huge to learn about our relationship with Jesus from this scripture, but also about our   
relationships with each other! It’s hard to build good, solid, lasting relationships, but it’s easy to do something stupid 
that destroys them. What is loyalty really? Loyalty is faithfulness. It’s staying true to your friends not only in the 
good times but also in the hard times. It’s easy to stand up for what is right when everyone else is standing. It’s easy 
to help out a friend when others are doing the same thing. It can be hard though to stick with a friend when       
something bad happens to them. Though he was accused, he was innocent. Why do we turn our backs on those who 
love us the most? Could you imagine the bond that would develop if you stood with your friends through everything, 
not just the good times! We expect that from Jesus, don’t we? We say he needs to be with us no matter what! Then 
we end up turning our backs on him! We end up denying Jesus when we sin. We end up saying we don’t know him 
when we act unlike Christ and stop imitating God. Though all of Christ’s friends ran away or denied him, and even 
though he knew we too would turn our backs on him, he still went through with the torture, he still went through 
with the accusations, he still allowed the soldiers to take him to the cross to die.  

(read more from John at johnsjournal-13.blogspot.com ) 
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John’s Journal 
John Mann / Student Ministry 

jmann@fccsalem.net 

Thank You... 
Katie, Nathan, Eli and I would like to thank all of you for welcoming in Jesse Samuel. You have showered us with 
more gifts, meals and help than we could have ever dreamed of. Thank you First Christian Church for loving us the 
way you do. We will never forget it! 
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Church Culture  
If you've ever been to Jamaica, you’ve probably noticed something right 
away.  They pride themselves on tourism.  Kristin and I just returned from an 
anniversary trip to a resort in Negril, Jamaica (we left the kids with Grammy 

and Papa).  It was an amazingly relaxing time and a much appreciated getaway.  Jamaicans who worked at the resort 
would ask what we have been doing and it was great to reply, "NOTHING!"  The local Jamaican culture is very laid 
back, and it makes for a great setting to relax.  But there is something strikingly more noticeable than that. While the 
resort was luxurious, it was definitely out of character for the rest of the country.  Once you get more than 1000 ft 
from the ocean (at most) things take a drastic turn toward poverty and ruin.  Luxury and beauty are set diametrically 
opposed to slums, literally.  But as long as you stay in the resort, you never have to experience any of the brokenness 
of the other side of the culture. 
I feel like we do the same with our church culture.  We have what we want here.  We put on smiles and act like   
everything is "No Problem."  And as long as we stay here, we don't have to experience the brokenness of our 
city.  As long as we don't let the city in, we can have a nice, clean church experience.  We can put up fences and post 
people at the gates so that the luxury doesn't get out and the slum doesn't get in.  This should never be. 
There are three things that we should do to counteract this sort of legalism.  First, we need to be OK with messy  
people coming in.  In fact, we should be inviting them in.  Will it change the complexion (possibly even literally) of 
our church?  You bet.  These are whom Jesus came to save. Jesus' own words from Luke 5:32, "I have not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." He didn't come to call the clean, but the dirty.  He didn't come to call 
the healthy, but the sick.  We are called as Christians to not only welcome them in, but to bring them 
here.  Secondly, we must worship in Spirit and in Truth (John 4:23).  This means to worship God through his spirit 
and with honesty.  When we simply go through the acts of worship and don't truly interact with God we may not 
only be giving people an inaccurate view of who we are, but who God is.  God is Spirit and we must worship him in 
Spirit and truth.  No masks.  No facades.  No fake smiles.  No empty motions. Just fellow sojourners walking toward 
the light of Jesus, longing to really experience who He is.  And finally, we must let the luxury we have here out.  We 
must not limit it to the walls of First Christian.  We must spill it everywhere we step.  We must smudge it on         
everything we touch.  We must breathe it out with each and every exhale.  We have been blessed with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ (Ephesians 1:3) and we must, therefore, be a blessing (Genesis 12:3). 
We had a great time in Jamaica, but I left with a sense of wondering if we had really experienced Jamaica, or if it 
was just a microcosmic mutation of the real thing.  When people come here, when we bring them here, let us not 
show them a religious people who do the church culture well.  Let us show them God in Christ through his Holy 
spirit as we really experience Him together. 

Humbly,     Dave 
(read more from Dave at dmjmusings.blogspot.com ) 

Dave ’ s Mus ings 
 Dave Jarrett /  Creative Arts  Minister 

djarrett@fccsalem.net 

A Shepherd’s Word 

I missed a deer last year but still hit where I was aiming. How so, you say?       
I was not aiming in the right place. At least not the first time. 

How many times in our lives do we think we are on the right track only to find 
out down the road we are doing only what we want to do. We are aiming at the 
wrong things. We read in James 4:17, “Therefore, to one who knows the right 
thing to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin.”  Sinning is not limited to doing 
and saying things that are wrong, but extends to our failure to do what in God’s 
way is right. Missing the mark and falling short of the honor and worth of God.  
Remember in the end you always hit where you are aiming. 

Jim Martin 
FCC Elder 

PS- I did get the deer with the 2nd shot. 
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Go Tell 

As I am writing this article I am also in the middle of 
preparing a lesson for next Wednesday’s Foundation 
Rock.  The lesson is going to be about the many times 
Jesus appeared to people after He was raised from the 
dead.  While reading through these accounts in the 
Gospels I have noticed a recurring theme:  Go tell. 

When the women came and found the empty tomb, the 
angels told them to go tell the disciples where they 
could find Jesus.  When Mary Magdalene realized that 
the man speaking to her was the very much alive    
Jesus, He told her to go tell the disciples that he was 
alive.  When Jesus revealed Himself to the two disci-
ples that He had met up with on the road to Emmaus, 
they immediately went to tell the rest of the disciples 
what had happened.  After Jesus appeared to the ten 
assembled disciples, they quickly went to tell Thomas, 
the doubter, who was absent during the appearance.  
And just before Jesus ascended into Heaven He told 
His followers, “Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to all creation.” (Mark 16:15) 

Easter is a great holiday full of fun traditions and cele-
bration.  We spend time with family and we tend to 
keep ourselves pretty busy.  But I want to challenge 
you to make this Easter Sunday about obeying Jesus’ 
commission: Go tell. 

What an excellent opportunity for someone to be 
reached with the good news of Christ!  So, like the 
women who saw the angels at the empty tomb, go tell 
others where they can find Jesus.  Like Mary Magda-
lene, go tell others that Jesus is very much alive.  Like 
the disciples on the road to Emmaus, go tell others the 
story of how you met Jesus.  Like the ten disciples 
with doubting Thomas, go tell your doubting friends 
why you believe. 

Ready…set….GO! 

 

(read more from Casey at blogthedoorpost.blogspot.com) 

 The Door Post  
Deuteronomy 6:4-9  

 Casey Elmore / Children’s Minister 
celmore@fccsalem.net 

A Night of Worship for the  
Entire Family 

 

 

 

 

MISSION: HAITI 

Wednesday, May 4th 

6:30 p.m. 

CLC 

Come and listen as we share experiences and 
praise God for what He’s doing in Haiti.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year Kid Zone (VBS)                         
will be held on July 18th, 19th, and 20th.  

Keep your eyes open for upcoming                  
information.  Please see Casey Elmore               

if you have any questions,                         
or want to help. 

NEXT FAITH @ HOME EVENT: 
Computer Boundaries 

For 4th graders and their parents 
Date: Sunday, May 8th during the            

preaching portion of second service. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2011 RELAY FOR LIFE 
This year’s relay will be held on June 24th. 
The opening ceremonies will begin at 6pm at 
SCHS and the walk will continue until 6am 
on the 25th. If you would like to join our 
team or make a donation, please contact this 
year’s captain, Karen Charlton. 

 
 
 
 
 

GOT 30 MINUTES? 
Paul and Eileen Chitwood volunteer 
their time at our Community Food 
Pantry. Their dedicated and faithful 
service to our community is invaluable. They need 
your help. Every fourth Wednesday of the month at 
noon, a truck load (usually 4-5 pallets) of food is    
delivered to the food pantry at the Community Center. 
We need volunteers to help Paul and Eileen stock the 
shelves with this delivery. Contact the Chitwood's 
(548-2708) or the Church office (548-0867) for more 
information. 

CAMP COOKS NEEDED 

FCC is scheduled to provide kitchen help 

at Oil Belt Camp on Wednesday, June 

15th.  We need a volunteer to organize 

our workers. If you are interested in   

helping out, please contact the office for 

more information, 548-0867. 

News from Gracie’s 
We are pleased to announce that 
almost 2,300 Gracie Bucks have 
been spent since our opening 19 
months ago. That means our parents 
have used their Gracie Bucks to buy 
approximately 2,600 items! God has 
blessed us so much that we are in need of clothes to 
continue this ministry. We take gently used or new 
clothing and other items for children up to 2T. Please 
contact Grace United Methodist Church office (548-
2810), Dottie Register (548-2481), or Phyllis Hahn 
(548-5499) if you have donations. If you would like to 
work once a month or help with this ministry, please 
let us know. We ask for your prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The mission of First Christian Church is to help 
people find their way back to God. 

We seek to accomplish this by: 
Connecting them to Christ, 
helping them Grow in Christ, 
Serving Christ by serving others, and 
Celebrating what Christ is doing in their lives. 

 
 
Thinking about Joining FCC? 
We are a free and independent church under Christ. 
Guided by Elders, we determine our own policies and 
practices in light of biblical expectations, and we    
voluntarily cooperate with other Christian groups in 
fulfilling our Lord's Great Commission. We have this 
requirement for church membership: 
One must be a believer in Jesus Christ as the only Son 
of God, be willing to repent of sin and surrender to 
His Lordship, to confess this faith before others, and 
obey Him in Christian baptism (immersion) and     
continue to be a faithful follower of Jesus Christ. 
You may contact any of the ministers at FCC if you 
wish to partner with FCC. 
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30 Pieces of Silver Love Offering 
Every Easter Sunday, the First Christian 
Church family joyfully participates in a   
special love offering that goes towards   
meeting the spiritual and physical needs    
of others. This year's offering will be equally 
distributed to: 

/ Restoration House Ministries, Manchester, 
NH - Tanner Green, Lead Church Planter 

/ Mid-India Christian Mission, Damoh, India 
- Vivert Lall, Missionary 

/ Water Well Project, Africa -                       
Richard Culpepper, coordinator 



Birthdays   

MAY 

  1 - Megan Martin 
  2 - Bonnie Smith 
  2 - Joyce King 
  3 - Kim Martin 
  4 - Alex Ervin 
  5 - Abby Duke 
  5 - Matthew Zinzilieta 
  6 - Carl Eilbes 
  7 - Craig Kell 
11 - Bill Petersen 

11 - David Lamb 
11 - Megan Cartwright 
11 - Randy Borger 
14 - Erin Trojniar 
15 - Jared Banning 
15 - Joan Buhnerkemper 
17 - Bob Westman 
17 - Randall Knaak 
17 - Ruth Erio 
18 - Barbara Ball 

Anniversaries 

  2 - M/M Phil Jones 
  3 - M/M Randy Vogt 
  9 - M/M Joe Pemberton 
11 - M/M Steve Huddlestun 
12 - M/M Ken Brewer 

14 - M/M Phil Martin 
20 - M/M Dennis Gaston 
20 - M/M Max Dye 
21 - M/M Keith Kemp 
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18 - Doug Monical 
19 - Aidan Fyke 
19 - Peggy Schaubert 
20 - Casey Elmore 
22 - Chase Goostree 
24 - Alan Hollinshead 
25 - Eldon Prosise 
28 - Terri Leathers 
30 - Wayne Hawkins 

26 - M/M David Blair 
27 - M/M Bruce Brouillette 
28 - M/M Maurice Black 
31 - M/M Norman Barton 

Thank You... 
 
The family of Peggy Wilson expresses sincere 
appreciation for all of the prayers and words of 
encouragement from church members during her 
illness.  Also for the wonderful support upon her 
passing. 

May God continue to bless this congregation.
 Bob Wilson 

 
 

I would like to thank the custodial staff and    
volunteers of First Christian Church for keeping 
the building clean and orderly and the walks 
clear of snow and ice, especially through this 
winter we had this year. Also, thanks to Mike 
Squibb & everyone who helped keep the parking 
lot free of snow and ice. 

A Grateful Member 

Please join us for a bridal shower in honor 
of Amanda Leathers 

Sunday, May 1st @ 1:30pm 

First Christian Church                       
1200 W Boone Street                         

Salem, Illinois 

Please RSVP to Tricia White                  
317-354-6040 or triciad7@hotmail.com 

Amanda is registered 
at Bed, Bath &        

Beyond and Target. 

*desserts and                
beverages will               

be served* 
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Return Service Requested 

New Sermon Series  --  WE 
 

When we think about connecting others to Jesus Christ, we must also consider how we are connected to each 
other – our relationships. The friendships and families God puts in our lives can be a huge blessing... But let’s be 
honest – sometimes they can be a burden. Relationships, especially deep and abiding ones, take a lot of effort. 
Whether it’s with a spouse, a child, a friend or a co-worker, we’re all involved in important relationships that 
require a lot from us – like patience, insight, forgiveness and love. Whether your relationships right now have 
you loving life, or ready to give up – God has so much to teach us about living with and for the people he has put 
in our lives. So here WE go. Let’s open the Scriptures to see where God’s heart takes us. Because WE all need 
God’s help in the relationships WE care about. 

May 1      We Are Family – remembering that we’re imperfect 

May 8       We Harmony – marriage 

May 15     We Play Games – dealing with our sin 

May 22     Wee Ones – raising godly kids 

May 29     We to Me – dealing with conflict 

June 5       Whee! – enjoying life 

From Phil’s Desk 
Phil Martin, Lead Minister 
pmartin@fccsalem.net 
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Service Area

Vocalists

Instrumentalists

Sound

Media Shout

Attendance Tabulation Wayne Puricelli Jeff Baldridge Wayne Puricelli Paul Chitwood Wayne Puricelli Ron Stanley Wayne Puricelli Tom Garrett Wayne Puricelli Jeff Baldridge

Servers Brian Banning *Bob Wilson Max Dye *Kyle Kell Jim Holsapple *Paul Chitwood Bob Lybarger *Mike Molenhour *Max Dye Bob Wilson

8:15 / 10:30 Paul Chitwood *Ed Phillips Mike Molenhour *Will Webb Kyle Kell *Keith Kemp Will Webb *Jeff Molenhour *Jim Holsapple Ed Phillips

(Underlined to Keith Kemp Jeff Molenhour Mark Cartwright Jeff Baldridge Randy Schultz Brian Banning Steve Bandy Jay Luse Brian Banning John Gaston

serve shut-ins) Jay Luse Randy Schultz Don Cochran Joe Pemberton Bob Wilson Bob Lybarger Terry Barnfield Mike Squibb Joe Pemberton Randy Schultz

*Asterisk to Bob Lybarger Steve Baggett Randy Helm John Gaston Tim Alvis Ed Phillips Ken Brewer Jeff Baldridge Lindell Mulvany Steve Baggett

serve  Doctor's Lindell Mulvany Eric Bandy Nick King Mike Squibb Norm Barton Paul Ferguson Marshall Goostree Curtis Black Curt Piper Eric Bandy

Nursing Home* Wayne Puricelli Michael Ferguson Steve Tucker Carl Eilbes Ron Hayes Jim Rainwater Steve Schumpert David Lamb Wayne Puricelli Michael Ferguson

Don Foss Gary Kennedy Duane Snow Randy Rose Jerry Schaubert

Dave White Logan West Phil Williams Bob Russell Robert Uchitjil

Communion Prep

Overseeing Elder

Captain

Greeters

Ushers Bob Jamison Lucy Molenhour Pat Baldridge Jan Luse Katharine Black Elizabeth Hite Keith Kemp Pat Baldridge Pat Baldridge Jan Luse

Section Host

Parking Lot

Baptismal Ann Tanner Dennis Charlton Lucy Molenhour Craig & Cheryl Vieira Joan Buhnerkemper Pat Baldridge Janet Padberg Dennis Charlton Lucy Molenhour Craig & Cheryl Vieira

CARE Team Patty Wilkins Wayne & Nila Hawkins Terri Leathers, Connie 
Dunahee Jim & Sandy Martin

Nursery 8:15

Nursery 9:30

Nursery 10:30

Stepping Stones

Preschool Greeter Jenny Mann Cheryl Vieira, Chris Apgar 
(end) Mary Piper Chris Apgar, Cheryl Vieria 

(end) Melinda Stroud Nikki Smith, Shelli 
McIntosh (end) Janet Padberg Shelli McIntosh, Nikki 

Smith (end) Melinda Stroud Nikki Smith, Shelli 
McIntosh (end)

Toddler Room Ashley Alvis Arlynn Duncan Rachel Williams Megan Molenhour Andrew Banning Jayla Middleton Jared Banning Ciara Sexton Andrew Banning Jayla Middleton

Kidz Church Jay & Michelle Luse Kelsey Royer Matt & Joli Lybarger Ashley Elmore & Lindsey 
Crane Brian & Saundra Banning Grant Green Matt & Joli Lybarger Ashley Elmore & Lindsey 

Crane

May 2011 Serving Schedule
May 1, 2011 May 8, 2011 May 15, 2011 May 29, 2011May 22, 2011
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Steve Tucker Jay Luse Curt Piper

Mark Ferguson Matt Webb

Norm Barton

Jim Martin Ely Lambert Wayne Hawkins

Paul Ferguson

Tom Garrett

Eldon Prosise

Levi Molenhour Ian Stroud Curtis Black Levi Molenhour

Chelsie Bartley, Susan Jones, John Mann Debbie Cartwright, Allison Cartwright Patty Wilkins, Alisha Wilson

Matt Webb

John Mann, Logan West, Zack Ziaja, Nancy Gaston Dustin Friedrich, Garren King, Chase Goostree, Kim 
Martin Logan West, Dave White, Karen Collier Garren King, Logan West, Chase Goostree, Kim Martin

Wayne Puricelli, Kendra Gaston, Ed Phillips

Garren King, Zach Garrett, Nancy Gaston

Bryan McIntosh

Jan Luse

Joe & Cheryl Pemberton, Lucy Molenhour, Norm & 
Diane Barton

Brian Banning, Elizabeth Hite, Betty Jane Easley

Curt Piper, Kyle Kell, Randy Helm

Chelsie Bartley, Patty Wilkins

FI
M

Pat Baldridge Katharine Black Lucy Molenhour Elizabeth Hite

Carl Charlton, Will Webb, Steve Schumpert Jay Luse, Marshall Goostree Joe Pemberton, Keith Kemp, Eldon Prosise Jay Luse, Marshall Gootree

Terri Leathers, Randy & Sue Borger, Tim & Belinda 
Alvis

Bob Jamison, Mary Wilkinson, Judy Beard, Eldon & Sue
Prosise

Jay & Michelle Luse, Lisa Pontious, Ron & Geneva 
Stanley

Paul & Eileen Chitwood, Chery Olafsson, Eldon & Sue 
Prosise

Wayne Hawkins, Joan Buhnerkemper, Lucy MolenhourKatharine Black, Wayne Hawkins, Betty Jane Easley Wayne Hawkins, Joan Buhnerkemper, Lucy Molenhour Robert & Naida Uchitjil,Joan Buhnerkemper

Michele Webb, Judy West, Barbara Ball

Ch
ild

re
n

Connie Dunahee, Glynis Barnfield Connie Williams, Lynn Jones Donna Charlton, Donna Snow Donna Charlton, Donna Snow

Michele Webb, Erin Trojniar Sheri Molenhour, Gayla Ferguson Kelly Bandy, Nicole Hutchison Kelly Bandy, Nicole Hutchison

Cassie Beard, Patty Squibb, Alisha Wilson Linda Merta, Katie Mann, Becca Lambert Mary Wilkinson, Kristin Jarrett, Cheryl Vieira, Christin 
Hays

Mary Wilkinson, Kristin Jarrett, Cheryl Vieira, Christin 
Hays

Janet Padberg, Pat Vest, Shelli McIntosh

Linda Puricelli, Terri Blair

Mary Piper, Karen Collier, Saundra Banning

Sheri Molenhour, Cheryl Kennedy, Jennifer Clark

Ashley Elmore, Joli Lybarger

No Kidz Church

Kendra Squibb, Tim & Belinda Alvis Michele Webb, Judy West, Barbara Ball


